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Elmbridge Borough Council 
 

North Area Planning Sub-Committee 
 

Report of a virtual meeting held on 28 April 2021 
 

Members of the Committee: 
 

* S. Bax (Chairman) 
* G.L. Woolgar (Vice-Chairman) 

 
* Mrs. C. Elmer 
* C.R. Green 
* M.F. Howard 
  A.H. Kopitko 

* Mrs. R. Mitchell 
* T. Popham 
  Mrs. C. Richardson 
* C.R. Sadler 

 
* Denotes attendance 

 
Substitutes: 

 
 Mrs. C. Cross (Substituting for Mrs. C. Richardson) 

Rachael I. Lake (Substituting for A.H. Kopitko) 
 

Also present as a virtual attendee: 
 

Ms. R. Ahmed, Mrs. M.C. Sheldon and Mrs. L.A. Yauner  
 

32/20 Declarations of Interest  
 
In respect of application 2021/0323 – 48 The Grove, Walton-on-Thames, whilst 
not a disclosable pecuniary or other interest under the Code of Conduct, all 
Members of the Sub-Committee wished that it be noted that they were 
acquainted with the applicant. 
 
In respect of application – 2021/0625 – Land Adjacent to 151 Rydens Road, 
Walton-on-Thames, whilst not a disclosable pecuniary or other interest under 
the Code of Conduct, Mrs. C. Cross wished that it be noted that she was 
acquainted with the applicant as both their sons had previously played on the 
same football team. 
 
In respect of application – 2021/0625 – Land Adjacent to 151 Rydens Road, 
Walton-on-Thames, whilst not a disclosable pecuniary or other interest under 
the Code of Conduct, Rachael. I. Lake wished that it be noted that she was the 
current Surrey County Councillor and held the Vice-Chairman position on the 
Local Committee. 
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Matters of Report to the Planning Committee 
 

33/20 Planning Applications  
 
(Link to Council Priorities: P2 – Deliver appropriate sustainable planning 
decisions) 
 
Resolved that the applications set out below be determined as indicated, in 
accordance with authority delegated to the Sub-Committee 
 
(a) 2020/3548 - 94 Walton Road, East Molesey  
 

The Sub-Committee was addressed by Dr. N. Tate, an objector 
and Ms. R. Choudhury, the agent. 

 
Two late letters had been received. In addition, a comment had 
been received on 22 February 2021 which the Council had 
declined to publish on its website as it did not meet the Council’s 
guidelines for commenting and contained offensive, defamatory 
and discriminatory language.  However, the planning matters in 
the representation had been taken into consideration and had 
been assessed in the body of the officer report.  
 
Following consideration of the application, for openness and 
transparency purposes, a recorded vote was undertaken on the 
recommendation as set out within the officer’s report, whereupon 
there voted: 

 
 For the recommendation to permit: S. Bax, Mrs. C. Cross,              

Mrs. C. Elmer, C.R. Green, M.F. Howard, Rachael I. Lake,             
Mrs. R. Mitchell, T. Popham and C.R. Sadler (9) 

    
 Against the recommendation: (0) 
    
 Abstentions: G. L. Woolgar (1) 
    
 The Chairman declared the recommendation as having been carried and 

accordingly the Sub-Committee resolved to 
 

Permit with conditions as outlined in the agenda. 
 

(b) 2021/0323 - 48 The Grove, Walton-on-Thames  
 

Following consideration of the application, for openness and 
transparency purposes, a recorded vote was undertaken on the 
recommendation as set out within the officer’s report, whereupon 
there voted: 
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 For the recommendation to permit: S. Bax, Mrs. C. Cross               
Mrs. C. Elmer, C.R. Green, M.F. Howard, Rachael I. Lake,             
Mrs. R. Mitchell, T. Popham, C.R. Sadler and G. L. Woolgar (10) 

    
 Against the recommendation: (0) 
    
 Abstentions: (0) 
    
 The Chairman declared the recommendation as having been carried and 

accordingly the Sub-Committee resolved to 
 

Permit with conditions as outlined in the agenda. 
 

(c) 2021/0625 - Land Adjacent to 151 Rydens Road, Walton-on-Thames  
 

As part of her introduction, the North Area Team Leader reported 
a correction to representations in paragraph 17 of the officer 
report. 
 
Mrs. C. Cross wished that it be noted that she had not been 
invited to the Q & A session in respect of the application.   
 
From the discussion, the Sub-Committee had indicated it was minded 
to refuse the application as it was determined that the location of the 
site was on a very dangerous section of Rydens Road and would 
compromise pedestrian and highway safety. However, no motion of 
refusal was put forward.  
 
Following consideration of the application, for openness and 
transparency purposes, a recorded vote was undertaken on the 
recommendation as set out within the officer’s report, whereupon 
there voted: 
 
For the recommendation: S. Bax, M.F. Howard and Mrs. R. Mitchell 
(3) 

 
 Against the recommendation: Mrs. C. Cross, Mrs. C. Elmer,    

C.R. Green, Rachael I. Lake and T. Popham. (5) 
    
 Abstentions: C.R. Sadler and G.L. Woolgar (2) 
 

The Chairman declared that the recommendation to permit had 
not been carried. 
 
Accordingly, given the concerns expressed during the discussion, 
Mrs. C. Elmer proposed that permission be refused, contrary to 
the officers recommendation in respect of highway safety and 
amenity.  In this regard a recorded vote was undertaken on the 
motion to refuse the application, whereupon there voted: 
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For the refusal: Mrs. C. Cross, Mrs. C. Elmer, C.R. Green              
M.F. Howard, Rachael I Lake, T. Popham and C.R. Sadler (7) 

    
 Against refusal: S. Bax and Mrs. R. Mitchell (2) 
 
 Abstentions: G.L. Woolgar (1) 
 

The Chairman declared the motion as having been carried and 
accordingly the Sub-Committee resolved to 

 
 Refuse permission, contrary to the officer’s recommendation, for the 

reason set out below: 
 

1.The proposal due to its location close to a bend in the road would 
not be able to accommodate any level of development as it would 
not be possible to create a suitable access without resulting in 
harm to highway safety and amenity in conflict with Policy DM7 of 
the Development Management Plan 2015.  
 

34/20 Matters for Information  
 
(a) List B: For Information - Applications currently under consideration and 

yet to be determined  
 

The Sub-Committee received and noted the applications currently under 
consideration and yet to be determined for the North area. 
 

(b) Forthcoming Appeals - Outstanding Written Representations  
 

The Sub-Committee received and noted the forthcoming appeals – 
outstanding written representations for the East, North and South areas. 
 

(c) Appeal Decisions  
 

The Sub-Committee received and noted the appeal decisions for the 
East, North and South areas. 
 

35/20 Chairman's Closing Remarks  
 
As this was the last meeting of the Municipal Year, the Chairman thanked the 
Vice-Chairman, Sub-Committee and Officers for their hard work and support 
during the year.  
 
In addition, as Councillor Mrs. C. Elmer and C.R. Green were not seeking      
re-election at the forthcoming Elections, the Sub-Committee thanked them for 
their positive contribution to the work of the Sub-Committee over the many 
years that they had been a Member, and wished them well for the future. 
 

- - - - - - - 
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The virtual meeting commenced at 5.00 pm and concluded at 7.46 pm 
 

S. Bax 
Chairman 

 

 
Miss. S. Ullah Committee and Member Services Officer 

 
Other Officers in attendance 

 
P. Falconer Development Manager 
Mrs. J. Margetts North Area Team Leader 
J. Tong Legal Officer 

 
Remote Meeting Facilitator 

 

Mrs. T. Hulse Principal Committee and Member Services Officer 
 
 

 
 

Democratic Services Officer in attendance 


